Equine blood serum calcium and phosphorus concentrations in progressive nutritional hyperparathyroidism.
Weekly blood serum samples from 20 yearling horses, divided into equal groups, receiving diets with total calcium to inorganic phosphorus ratios of 1,5/1 and 0,2/1, were analysed for calcium and phosphorus concentrations. This was done over a continuous 23 week period, divided into 2 sub-periods of 16 and 7 weeks each. During the first period complete diets were provided ad lib but were restricted during the second period to accentuate any effects of calcium deficiency and phosphorus excess. Falling calcium levels and rising phosphorus levels during period 1 and a reverse trend during period 2 indicated that this method can be used to detect progressive nutritional hyperparathyroidism in individual horses when a series of profiles are analysed over a period of time.